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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study political information behavior and to study the decision-making
process regarding political participation among youth in the three southern border provinces. This survey research
was conducted using questionnaires with a sample of youths aged 18-25 years who were residents of the three
southern border provinces, namely Pattani, Narathiwat, and Yala. The sample size consisted of 330 individuals
selected through the random sampling method, and the data were analyzed using percentages, means, frequency
distributions, and standard deviations. The results indicated the following: 1)  Political information  behavior
consists of: 1.1) A high level of need for political information (X = 4.17), with the highest need for information
about political discussions (X = 4.27). 1.2) A high level of political information seeking (X = 3.54), with the highest
preference for seeking political information from internet sources (X = 4.41). 1.3) A moderate level of political information
usage (X = 3.47), with the highest usage related to voting rights (X = 3.83). Additionally, the use of mobile phones
were the most commonly used tool for accessing information from online social networks. The participants
perceived the quality of political information received through these channels as largely meeting their needs and
utilizing it in their political decision-making processes. 2) The decision-making regarding political participation
was at a moderate level (X = 3.33), with the highest level of involvement observed in exercising voting rights
(X = 3.79). However, there was relatively less involvement in political decision-making related to financial contributions
and fundraising, which was at a moderate level (X = 2.97). The findings from this research reflect the knowledge
and understanding of politics among youths and can contribute to the development of information resources that
can meet their needs. This can help cultivate political behaviors among youths based on their knowledge and

understanding of politics within the framework of Thai constitutional law.
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