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Abstract

This research article is part of a creative research project entitled “Journey to the West: Creating Cross-Cultural
Theatrical Drama.” The objectives were to create Thai theatrical scripts based on the study of Buddhist symbolism
embedded in the literature of “Journey to the West,” and to design and create components for the performance of
a dance-theatre production of “Journey to the West” from newly developed scripts. The concept of practice-based
research and the seven steps of the creative approach were implemented as a framework. The qualitative data
was analyzed through content analysis. The findings revealed that the creation of this dance-drama involves three
main steps: researching and collecting plays, analyzing and interpreting Buddhist symbolism, and composing the
drama according to the Khon-Chak approach. Furthermore, there are three main concepts of creating dance theatre
components: 1) using a Khon-Chak approach to storytelling, 2) utilizing Buddhist symbols hidden within the narrative
of “Journey to the West” as primary materials for composing scripts, scenes, and costumes; and 3) blending
Chinese cultural elements into song composition, scenic design, and costume design. In addition, using practice-based
research in the design of Thai dance-drama productions can assist creators in explaining the origins of design

concepts and inspire the creation of new Thai dance-dramas.

Keywords: 1. Journey to the West 2. Khon 3. Thai dance-drama 4. Creative research 5. Buddhist drama
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