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Abstract

Community-Based Tourism (CBT) plays a crucial role in grassroots economic development, job creation, and
household income distribution. However, elevating a community to a successful CBT destination involves various
challenges. Consequently, some communities achieve sustainable growth, while others struggle to develop their
full potential. Therefore, this article aims to analyze the development and tourist area life cycle of community-based
tourism destinations, utilizing Richard W. Butler’'s concept as the analytical framework. The target areas comprise
four CBT destinations in the lower northern region of Thailand: Baan Na Ton Chan, Baan Mai Rong Kla, Lablae,
and Nam Khek communities. This qualitative research employed a purposive sampling technique to select three
groups of key informants: 1) community leaders, 2) leaders and members of community enterprise groups, and 3)
community tourism business operators. The research instruments consisted of interview forms and recording forms.
The results regarding the tourist area life cycle before the COVID-19 pandemic revealed that: 1) Baan Na Ton
Chan community tourism had reached the consolidation stage; 2) Baan Mai Rong Kla community tourism was in
the development stage; 3) Lablae community tourism was in the involvement stage; and 4) Nam Khek whitewater
rafting adventure tourism had reached the stagnation stage. Furthermore, the COVID-19 crisis over the past three
years caused stagnation and led to a decline in the communities’ tourist area life cycle. Many destinations require
considerable time to recover economically and return to normal conditions. Therefore, the lessons learned from
this study should be applied as guidelines for community-based tourism development planning to ensure

preparedness for potential new threats in the future.
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