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Abstract

Feng Shui beliefs have significantly influenced the residential design practices of Thai Chinese communities
and have been widely integrated into contemporary Thai architectural concepts. However, inconsistencies remain
between Feng Shui principles and architectural principles, particularly in the design and placement of house
entrances. This research aims to examine the differences between these two frameworks and to identify balanced
approaches for their combined application. A qualitative research method was employed, drawing on in-depth
interviews with eight informants, including Feng Shui masters, architects, and architect-Feng Shui practitioners.
The findings reveal that Feng Shui emphasizes auspiciousness and the cultivation and retention of Qi energy,
while architectural principles prioritize functionality, aesthetics, safety, and structural integrity. Despite their differing
objectives, both systems share certain design considerations, such as door orientation and proportion. Two
integrative approaches were identified: 1) designing in alignment with the flow of Qi energy, and 2) incorporating
culturally symbolic elements to enhance the occupants’ sense of well-being. The findings contribute to a deeper
understanding of how Feng Shui can be harmoniously integrated with architectural practice, helping to establish

a balance between belief, culture, and practical utility in contemporary design.
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