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Abstract

This research aimed to study the identities of intangible cultural heritage regarding stories and myths of
Lansaka District, Nakhon Si Thammarat Province. This qualitative research collected and compiled field data
using participant observation, non-participant observation, in-depth interviews, and focus groups. The researchers
collected the field data in Lansaka District, encompassing four sub-districts: Thadee, Khuntale, Khao Kaew, and
Lansaka. Key informants were selected using purposive sampling, based on age criteria (40 years and above),
residency in the area for at least 10 years, and proficiency in the local language, typically being knowledgeable
villagers, community leaders, elders, or residents with expertise in storytelling traditions. The findings were
presented through a thematic content analysis. The research findings revealed that the identities of the storytelling
and myths of Lansaka District comprised five aspects: 1) Beliefs in sacred objects and supernatural powers,
2) Beliefs regarding individuals with magical and occult powers, 3) Redemption beliefs, 4) Beliefs in Buddha images,
and 5) Beliefs in sacred natural sites. These identities, depicted in the stories and myths, have transformed many
legends into the identities of the sub-districts and have become tourist attractions for learning about the historical
origins of the sub-districts to the present day. This research is beneficial for raising awareness and promoting
community involvement in intangible cultural heritage preservation, contributing to community stability and resilience.
Additionally, it plays an essential role in fostering understanding and pride in cultural roots, which are vital

foundations for sustainable development and national unity.
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