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Shophouses in the Pak Khlong Talat area with historical context
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Abstract

This article presents a study of shophouses and commercial buildings in Pak Khlong Talat area, an old
historical area of Rattanakosin continuously used since its inception. Initially a trading market area, it has undergone
real estate development, including road construction and the erection of shophouses and commercial buildings,
since the reign of King Rama V, with construction continuing to the present day. This research employs a conceptual
framework that analyzes shophouse morphology as a spatial product of land management and transportation
networks driven by the land-owning elite. The study identified four general architectural styles in the area: 1) the
early shophouse style characterized by simplicity and basic decoration; 2) the Western-style decoration emphasizing
Western-inspired exterior architectural elements; 3) the transitional style indicating changes in appearance and
construction materials; and 4) the modern style features box-shaped buildings characterized by clean and
contemporary design elements. Furthermore, the researcher provided examples of buildings in six groups to
demonstrate how the architectural forms of these buildings have evolved in response to social contexts and the

physical transformation of Rattanakosin up to the present day.
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