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Abstract

This research article aims to study the role of the Chinese people in the growth of Nakhon Pathom City by
employing an analytical approach through primary and secondary documents, utilizing historical research
methodology. The findings reveal that the Nakhon Pathom community grew alongside the Chinese community that
settled in the area, beginning with their involvement as laborers in the restoration of the Phra Pathom Chedi and
in excavating the Chedi Bucha Canal since 1853. Once the projects were completed in 1862, the Chinese laborers
established their residences in the Nakhon Pathom urban area, particularly along the banks of Chedi Bucha Canal,
which connects to Bangkok. The ease of communication with the capital facilitated the emergence of trade routes,
resulting in a significant number of Chinese merchant households in Nakhon Pathom. Over time, this developed
into a large trading community within the city. Subsequently, when the railway was expanded to reach Nakhon
Pathom City in 1904, the city experienced even greater growth. In conjunction with this, the government ordered
the relocation of the provincial administration, which was originally situated along the Nakhon Chai Si River, to a
new location near the Phra Pathom Chedi in 1904. Ultimately, Nakhon Pathom was officially elevated to become
the capital of Nakhon Chai Si Province in 1913 and later developed into Nakhon Pathom Province. Throughout
the period of Nakhon Pathom’s growth, the Chinese played a crucial role, to the extent that it can be said that
without the Chinese, Nakhon Pathom would not have developed as it has today. The researcher hopes that this
article will promote an understanding of the growth of Nakhon Pathom City and stimulate readers’ interest in further

studying the history of Nakhon Pathom.
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