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Abstract

The objective of this research is to study and compile historical evidence regarding Nakhon Sawan to explain
its historical significance and contribute to local knowledge of the city. Using local historical concepts, this study
gathers primary written evidence, contemporary records, and observations made through non-participatory fieldwork
in the Nakhon Sawan area while employing historical methods to interpret archaeological evidence and local
legends. The research finds that the name Muang Prabang appears in inscriptions from the Sukhothai period and
in legends from Lanna, with the city being renamed Muang Nakhon Sawan during the Ayutthaya period. Its
strategic location at the confluence of the Ping, Nan, and Chao Phraya Rivers gave it a central status, significant
to the three pillars of power in the Ayutthaya period: as a central state, a gathering city, and a trade crossroads.
The city’s location shifted from the highland area near Khao Kob along the Ping River in the Sukhothai period to
the upper Chao Phraya River near Wat Nakhon Sawan during the Ayutthaya period, leveraging the Chao Phraya
River as a hub for trade and transportation. The study integrates previous knowledge with archaeological evidence
and local legends to enhance local historical understanding of Nakhon Sawan, facilitating local history education

and providing a framework for agencies to develop historical tourism in Nakhon Sawan Province.
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