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Abstract

This study explores the revival of the nine-section shrine and the buffalo sacrificial ceremony to honor the
heavens among the Tai Muong people in Nhu Xuan district, Thanh Hoa province, Vietnam. It aims to analyze the
symbolic significance of the shrine and the ceremony as expressions of fragmented collective memory that
contribute to the construction of ethnic identity and cultural space. Additionally, the study examines how this
revival functions as a strategic effort to reestablish the memory of an alliance network among nine cities—an effort
that underpins the contestation and reconstruction of cultural spaces by the Tai Muong. The research employs
ethnographic research methods, including in-depth interviews, participant observation, and document analysis. The
findings reveal that the revival of the nine-section shrine is a complex and negotiated process, reflecting the
dynamic interplay between state cultural policies and local efforts to preserve ethnic identity. Despite challenges
posed by fragmented collective memories and state-led cultural dominance, the Tai Muong have successfully
consolidated dispersed memories to collectively reconstruct the shrine and the sacrificial ceremony, thereby
symbolically reclaiming cultural space. The findings further highlight the strategic role of preserving the shared
memory of the historical city alliance in sustaining ethnic identity and cultural space. This study recommends that
the state recognize and support local community participation in ing cultural policymaking and promote the study
of the histories and cultures of various ethnic groups to foster intercultural understanding and respect for cultural
diversity. Ultimately, the research contributes valuable insights toward developing appropriate and sustainable

cultural policy frameworks for ethnic communities within the context of the modern nation-state.

Keywords: 1. Nine-section shrine 2. Fragmented collective memory 3. Contestation of cultural space
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