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Abstract

The transmission of Saw-Ou music, a traditional Thai string instrument, for Hun Krabok performances, a form
of traditional Thai puppetry, requires advanced musical skills and a deep understanding of Thai classical music.
The contemporary context of Hun Krabok differs significantly from the past. This qualitative study examines the
current situation, challenges, and facilitating factors in the transmission of Saw-Ou music. Data were collected
through live performance observations, document analysis, in-depth interviews, and focus group discussions during
a music seminar with three prominent puppet troupes: the Poh Chang Hun Krabok Troupe of Poh Chang Academy
of Arts, Rajamangala University of Technology Rattanakosin; the Chuchoed Chamnansilp Troupe in Samut Songkhram;
and the Khun Ratt Troupe in Nonthaburi. The findings indicate that all three troupes primarily aim to preserve the
tradition of Hun Krabok rather than pursue it professionally, resulting in fewer performance opportunities than in
the past. Saw-Ou performers must possess advanced musical and vocal skills to achieve harmonious accompaniment.
Each troupe employs a slightly different tuning system for the Saw-Ou, producing distinctive singing and playing
styles unique to each group. Consequently, the transmission of Saw-Ou music tends to occur internally within each
troupe. Key factors supporting this transmission include integrating Hun Krabok into school curricula, inviting
renowned musicians to perform, organizing Wai Khru ceremonies (paying respects to puppetry teachers), promoting
Hun Krabok through social media to instill pride among learners, using musical notation, and adapting performances
to make them more entertaining. These measures increase accessibility and engagement for both learners and

audiences.
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