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Abstract

The performing arts of local communities reflect indigenous wisdom and cultural identity. This creative research
in Thai dance builds upon a previous study entitled “Performances in Rituals: Cultural Wisdom Reflecting Social
Contexts — A Case Study of the Rain-Requesting Ritual of Nang Maew in Ban Na Ngua, Na Ngua Sub-district,
Mueang District, Phetchabun Province.” The objective of this study is to develop an innovative performing arts
piece that can sustainably raise the quality of society in Na Ngua sub-district, Mueang district, Phetchabun province.
The sample group comprised dance and drama experts, cultural wisdom holders involved in the Hae Nang Maew
(rain-requesting parade) ritual, and skilled Thai dance performers. Using a creative research methodology, data
were collected through surveys, observations, and both structured and unstructured interviews with local
practitioners. The findings showed that the newly developed performance, “Forn Saran Nang Maew Kor Fon”
(joyful rain-requesting dance), features original dance movements created by combining traditional ritual gestures
with standard Thai dance techniques—namely Mae Bot Lek, Mae Bot Yai, and Mae Bot Isan. New costumes and
original musical compositions were also designed to introduce novelty while preserving traditional cultural values.
This performance demonstrates a distinctive integration of ritual and cultural expression through simple, memorable
elements that facilitate knowledge transmission across generations. The innovation not only helps preserve local
ritual wisdom amid social change, but also adds cultural value and generates income, thereby contributing to

sustainable community development.

Keywords: 1. Forn Saran Nang Maew Kor Fon (joyful rain-requesting dance) 2. Creative performing arts

3. Innovation in performing arts 4. Ban Na Ngua
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