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Abstract

At present, Thai songs for early childhood that connect Thai musical heritage with contemporary learning
contexts remain limited. This creative research aimed to develop a collection of contemporary Thai songs for young
children as learning media appropriate to child development by adapting traditional Thai melodies in accordance
with principles of music education and developmental psychology in order to systematically promote musical skills.
The study employed a qualitative approach through document review, interviews with key informants who were
experts in Thai music, music composition, and music activities for early childhood, as well as the design of songs
and accompanying activities. The songs were then piloted in several partner institutions, including Jittamet School,
Chulalongkorn University Demonstration School (Elementary Division), the National Institute for Child and Family
Development at Mahidol University, and De Melody Music School. The findings revealed that the songs created
in this study were concise in structure, developmentally appropriate in rhythm, and closely related to children’s
everyday experiences. Moreover, they could be integrated into a wide range of learning activities. The pilot
implementation further showed that these songs supported young children’s physical, emotional, social, and
intellectual development through rhythmic movement, joyful engagement, collaborative participation, vocabulary
learning, listening practice, and the memorization of lyrics and melodies. These findings suggest that contemporary
Thai songs can serve as valuable learning media for promoting early childhood development while also fostering

Thai cultural identity in an appropriate and meaningful way.
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