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Abstract

Non-formal private schools in Thailand play an important role in enhancing and expanding educational
opportunities. The purposes of this study were: 1) to examine the roles and potential of non-formal private schools;
and 2) to develop policy recommendations for promoting non-formal private schools. This study employed a
mixed-methods research design. Phase | was quantitative research, in which data were collected using a
questionnaire from a sample of 801 non-formal private schools. The data were analyzed using descriptive statistics.
Phase Il was qualitative research consisting of three steps: 1) conducting online focus group discussions with
participants involved in the operation of non-formal private schools in Thailand, with data analyzed using SWOT
Analysis and the TOWS Matrix; 2) organizing a workshop to obtain feedback on the direction and policy
recommendations for promoting non-formal private schools from relevant stakeholders; and 3) validating the
policy recommendations by five experts, with data collected using an evaluation form. The results indicated that,
overall, the mean level of the roles of non-formal private schools was high (M = 3.78), whereas their potential was
at a moderate level (M = 3.27). The policy recommendations for promoting non-formal private schools comprised
three key areas: 1) regulations, 2) management, and 3) non-formal private school development. The findings
provide significant information that relevant authorities may apply to support and enhance the operation of non-formal

private schools in Thailand.
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