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Abstract

Most recent studies have assumed that the current indented-corner roof form of the Mondop of Phra Phutthabat
in Saraburi originated during the Ayutthaya period. However, the structure has undergone multiple restorations
from the Ayutthaya through the Rattanakosin periods. Some scholars have hypothesized that the earlier roof
form—at least during the reign of King Sanphet Vlll—was a five-spire Mondop, as recorded in the royal chronicles.
This research explores the possible roof forms of the Mondop during the restoration under King Sanphet VIII, or
King Suea (r. 1703-1709 CE), following its original construction during the reign of King Songtham (r. 1611-1628 CE).
The study employs methods from both architectural history and traditional Thai architecture, beginning with a
literature review to identify academic gaps, followed by field surveys, architectural measurements, and photographic
documentation. Based on this analysis, two possible interpretations of the five-spire roof form are proposed. First,
a structure with four smaller spires positioned at the cardinal directions, similar to the square five-spire chedi above
the Buddha'’s footprint at Wat Phutthachai. Second, a five-spire roof form created through the technique of corners
indentation. These findings contribute to ongoing discussions regarding the origins and historical development of

the indented-corner Mondop roof style in Thai architectural history.

Keywords: 1. Phra Phutthabat 2. Saraburi 3. Mondop 4. Mondop of Phra Phutthabat 5. King Sanphet VIII
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