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Abstract

The ethnic and cultural diversity of contemporary Thai society poses new challenges to the education system,
particularly in developing Thai language competencies among pre-service teachers from varied linguistic and
cultural backgrounds. This research aimed to: 1) assess the needs for strengthening Thai language learning
competencies among pre-service teachers, 2) develop a learning management innovation integrating community-
based learning with self-directed learning to promote sustainable Thai language competence, 3) evaluate the
effectiveness of the innovation, and 4) examine students’ opinions regarding its implementation. The sample
included 61 pre-service teachers enrolled in both the regular program and the Kru Rak (Raksa) Thin Program at
the Faculty of Education, Chiang Mai University, in the course 067311 Thai Language Fundamentals in the Basic
Education Curriculum. The innovation consisted of five learning units (40 hours total), incorporating speaking
competency assessments and listening-viewing competency tests. Data were analyzed using descriptive statistics,
including percentages, means, and standard deviations. The findings revealed that pre-service teachers reported
the highest need to enhance speaking competence, followed by listening-viewing competence. The developed
innovation was rated as highly appropriate and was structured into five stages: 1) reviewing Thai language
fundamentals, 2) conducting community-based inquiry, 3) synthesizing knowledge, 4) listening, viewing, and
presenting individual work, and 5) reflecting on developmental outcomes for sustainability. Post-instruction mean
scores for both listening-viewing and speaking competencies were significantly higher at the 0.05 level. Overall,
participants rated the innovation at the highest level, indicating its potential as an effective tool for enhancing

sustainable Thai language learning competencies among pre-service teachers in other educational institutions.

Keywords: 1. Learning management innovation 2. Community-based learning 3. Constructivism

4. Pre-service teachers
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