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Abstract

The strength of Thai political parties is crucial to democratic development. However, scholarly attention to
this issue remains limited, particularly in the aftermath of the two most recent military coups. This study therefore
aims to examine: 1) the development of Thai political parties from 1946 to 2025; 2) the strengthening of political
parties from 2006 to 2025; and 3) the alignment between efforts to strengthen political parties and democratic
principles from 2006 to 2025. This research employs a qualitative approach through content analysis of primary
and secondary documents. The findings reveal that: 1) Thai political parties have developed continuously since
1946; however, they have lacked continuity in their political activities due to frequent military coups. 2) Thai
political parties have shown improved adaptability, as most were able to survive and resume political activities
after coups, and the number of active parties prior to elections increased during 2006—-2025. Organizational
structures have become more clearly defined; however, internal unity remaines problematic due to internal conflicts,
which have led to party switching before elections. In terms of autonomy, political parties still require monitoring
to prevent domination by financial elites. Moreover, most parties face difficulties in building and maintaining voter
bases, resulting in only a small number achieving electoral success. 3) The analysis of alignment between party
strengthening and democratic principles indicates that these aspects are generally consistent. Freedom of
association and organization corresponds with adaptability, organizational complexity, internal unity, centralization,

and autonomy. However, these aspects still require improvement to further strengthen political parties.
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