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Abstract

Research on the singable translation of German songs into Thai remains limited; therefore, greater
understanding of this area should be encouraged. This study investigates the translation of selected songs from
the musical Tanz der Vampire (Dance of the Vampires) from German into Thai for singing purposes. The objectives
of the study are to produce Thai translations of seven selected songs based on Peter Low’s Pentathlon model,
record vocal performances of the translated songs and compile them into an album, and examine listeners’
opinions toward the translated versions. The findings indicate that the translation of all seven songs required
contextual adaptation with priority given to singability. At the same time, the translations seek to preserve
meaning, naturalness, rhythm, and rhyme in order to remain as close as possible to the original compositions.
Literal or structurally direct translation is often unsuitable for singing due to differences between the source and
the target language. The study also finds that word repositioning is frequently employed to enable the translated
lyrics to be sung naturally while conveying the emotional tone and essence of the original songs. The evaluation
results from listeners indicate that all translated songs are easy to understand, melodious, and effective in
communicating the personalities of the characters. However, improvements in word selection are recommended
to ensure that tonal patterns align more closely with the melody while maintaining accurate meaning in Thai and
avoiding potential confusion among listeners. Such adjustments may further enhance the musicality of the
translated songs. The findings of this study may contribute to promoting foreign-language musicals through Thai

translations.
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(1Schwamm, 2010)

- Tanzsaal - Tanz der Vampire Wien - 20 Jahre %’u‘ﬂﬂﬁﬁ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IBTRLG18xY0&t=165s (Tanz der
Vampire, 2018)
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