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Language and Cultural Perspectives of Ganesha

Indian Eternal God in Thai Society®

Sophana Srichampa*

Abstract

Ganesha is one of the most popular gods in Thai society. It has been
believed that Ganesha is the remover of obstacles, granter of success and deva
of intellect and wisdom for mankind for more than two thousand years. Ganesha
is a son of Shiva God and Paravati Goddess. There are many legends pertaining
to Ganesha’s origin. In terms of language, the 108 names of Ganesha in prayers
can be classified into 3 domains: status of Ganesha'’s family, Ganesha’s physical
characters, and Ganesha’s attributes and favorite offerings corresponding to all
human needs according to Abraham Maslow’s hierarchy of needs. An important
condition affecting Ganesha’s blessing is that the believers have good conduct
in accordance with dharma; those who have behaved appropriately, Ganesha
will bless quickly. In Thai society Ganesha was praised and popularized in the
reign of King Rama VI, during which images of Ganesha were used in the emblems
of government offices and institutions. In the era of democratic capitalism, some
groups seek to exploit Ganesha’s popularity and value for profit by producing
trinkets in various styles and forms at a variety of prices. Followers are often
quick to purchase such religious ornaments. Moreover, there are linkages to

India in terms of concepts, knowledge, beliefs and values. Having been an eternal

® This paper is a part of the research on “The Role of Hinduism, Sikhism and Jainism
in Strength-building Indian-Thai Families, Society and Culture in Thailand” granted by the
government budget in 2012 and 2014.

* Associate Professor, Ph.D. at Research Institute for Languages and Cultures of

Asia, Mahidol University, Nakhon Pathom, Thailand. Email address: sophana@gmail.com
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God in Thai society for more than a thousand years, Ganesha remains a dynamic

force in Thailand and an ever-popular icon in popular culture.

Keywords: 1. Ganesha. 2. Eternal god. 3. Language and culture. 4. Thai society.
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