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Ecotourism Potential and Competitive Advantage on Koh Samui

Pisamai Jaruijittipant®

Abstract

The objective of this article is to present some results from the research
exploring the ecotourism potential, competitive advantage and guides for
ecotourism development on Koh Samui. The data used for the analysis were the
Koh Samui socio-economic and tourism data, the opinions of the stakeholders
and the content data from the strategic and development plans. The research
sample consisted of 392 government officers, entrepreneurs or representatives
from the business firms, tourists and local people. The data collection tools were
note forms, questionnaires and interview schedules. The descriptive statistics,
the content analysis, the TOWS and the Diamond Model have been used for
data analysis. The results have shown that Koh Samui has high potential for
ecotourism development in the aspect of the area component: having natural
tourism resources with sea-sand-sun attractions. Additionally, it has moderate
potential in the rest of the ecotourism components: the management and
administration system offering for ecotourism industry, the learning activities and
processes for the tourism and the local people participation in tourism processes.
The ecotourism competitive advantage is generally at a moderate level, while it
is high in the key factors concerning the supporting and linkage industries as well
as in the demand conditions and the external factors: being a globally-known

island and being located in the center of the ASEAN community.

Keywords: 1. Ecotourism potential. 2. Ecotourism competitive advantage.

? Retired associate professor at School of Economics and Public Policy, Srinakharinwirot

University, Bangkok, Thailand.
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