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Positive Identity with Negative Implications of the Disabled:
The Relationship between Language and Identity of the Disabled

in Thai Society’

Natthanan Khampha®, Wilaisak Kingkham’

and Wipawan Yooyen®

Abstract

This article aims to study the relationship between language strategies
and positive identity with negative implications of disabled persons from 1991 to 2011,
using critical discourse analysis. The results showed that there were six language
strategies that portrayed the positive identity with negative implications of disabled
persons. These strategies were: the use of lexical choice, modality, references,
contradictory sentences, conditional sentences and presupposition.

There were five positive identities that implied a negative attitude towards
disabilities through the language strategies. These identities were: the disabled
have potential but are not regarded as part of society; the disabled are competent
but physically impaired; the disabled are tenacious but have struggle a difficult
life; the disabled are weak and helpless so they have poor quality of life; and

the disabled are not equal to the general populace and therefore require some support.

Keyword: 1. Identities. 2. People with Disabilities. 3. Critical Discourse Analysis.
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