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The Iconography and Ideology of Shiva in the Ayutthaya Period
Teeranun Vichaidit

Abstract

This article presents the iconography and beliefs of Shiva in the Ayutthaya
period. The belief of Shiva was one of the important religious beliefs in the
Ayutthaya period. The pattern of Shiva appeared in historical and archaeological
evidence such as literature, sculpture, and the king’s name. Literary evidence
depicted Shiva as having two statuses: a part of Trimurti, including Brahma,
Vishnu, and Shiva; and the supreme god who created the universe according to
Saivaism belief. As for sculptural evidence, Shiva’s sculpture was built in human
form, not linga form like the pattern of Sukhothai style Shiva’s sculpture. As for
the king's name which contain Shiva's name, these names indicated that Shiva

and other Hindu gods created the king’s status as equivalent to the Buddha.

Keywords: 1. Belief. 2. Shiva. 3. Ayutthaya.
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