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Educational Policies for Buddhist and Muslim Students of Public Primary Schools

in the Three Southernmost Provinces of Thailand

Thithimadee Arphattananon®

Abstract

This survey research aims at (1) examining educational polices for
Buddhist and Muslim students of public primary schools in the three southernmost
provinces of Thailand regarding disciplinary issues, school activities, curriculum
and instruction methods (2) examining whether there is a relationship between
independent variables, namely the jurisdiction of schools, schools’ academic
reputation, ratio of Buddhist and Muslim students in schools and the area where
schools are located, and schools’ educational policies. The sample of this research
consisted of 271 public primary schools under the jurisdiction of Office of Basic
Education Commission and local administration under Ministry of Interior in the
three southernmost provinces. Questionnaire was used as a tool to collect data.
Results of the research show that: (1) more than 90 percent of schools participating
in the research have policies that take students’ cultural backgrounds into concerns
and (2) among all the independent variables, ratio of Buddhist and Muslim students
in schools is significantly related to schools’ educational policies for Buddhist and
Muslim students in almost all aspects at p < .01 and p < .05 except for policies

on curriculum and teaching methods.

Keywords: 1. Educational policies. 2. Three southernmost provinces. 3. Buddhist

students. 4. Muslim students. 5. Cultural diversity.

? Assistant Professor at Research Institute for Languages and Cultures of Asia,
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