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Singable Song Lyrics Translation: Problems in Translating

Thai Country Songs into German

Korakoch Attaviriyanupap?

Abstract

This research focuses on the analysis of problems found in the process
of translating Thai country songs into German by fourth year German major
students of the Faculty of Arts, Silpakorn University. Per definition, the German
translated versions of Thai country songs within the framework of this project
must be singable along with the original melody. The objectives of this research
are to analyze problems and errors occurring in the translation process and to
suggest guidelines to solve these problems. The findings should be used to
develop appropriate translation methods and contribute to the teaching of the
translation of Thai country songs into German.

An analysis of 78 translated texts in German of 16 Thai country songs
in total has led to the findings that the translation problems can be divided into
7 categories: 1) a deficit in German language skills, 2) a deficit in Thai language
skills, 3) the problems of differences between the two language systems, 4) the
problems of differences between the two cultures, 5) the problems of conveying
the entire message in the original text completely, 6) the problems of translating
repetitions, and 7) the problems of selecting appropriate German words and

linguistic structures which are appropriate for singing.

Keywords: 1. Translation problems. 2. Thai country songs. 3. German.

? Associate Professor, Ph.D. at Department of German, Faculty of Arts, Silpakorn
Universiy, Sanam Chandra Palace Campus, Nakhon Pathom, Thailand. E-mail Address:

korakocha@yahoo.com
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