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An Analysis of the Contexts and the Permutations

of the Lanna Language in the “5 Chiang”

Phrakhruwimonsinlapakit (Ruangrith Kaewpiang)2

Abstract

The purposes of this research are to study the history and the spread
of the Lanna Language alphabets in the “5 Chiang” and to investigate the Lanna
alphabets and the Lanna language which is associated with social and cultural
relations in the “5 Chiang”. The target group of the study included 15 experts on
the Lanna Language and 15 people who still use the Lanna language in writing
and speaking, totaling 30 participants. Data collection was carried out in the 5
areas, using fieldwork, observation, audio recorder and in-depth interview with
experts and people who still use the Lanna language and questionnaires. The
analytical processes involved analyzing the narratives, grouping, summarizing,
and reporting based on the objectives of the study. The findings of the study were
as follows: The spread of the Lanna Language alphabets into the territory under
the host’'s dominance was attributable to 2 causes. These are the evacuation of
people during the war and the influence of the Buddhism’s propagation. It was
also found that Buddhism created the social and cultural relations among the 5
Chiang. The spoken and written language was the means by which the relations
were created in three aspects. These are: (1) value associated with society and
way of life, (2) social practices, beliefs, culture, customs and traditions and (3)
art and architecture. Regarding the contexts and the permutations of the Lanna
language in the 5 Chiang, this language is still in use within the same communities.
With respect to the contexts and the permutations of the Lanna language at

present, there is a tendency that this language may be lost if there is no effort

" Mahachulalongkornrajavidayalaya University Chiang Rai Buddhist College,

Chiang Rai, Thailand. Email address: praew_prf@hotmail.com
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to restore, preserve and inherit it. Guidelines for restoration, preservation and
inheritance in Thailand consist of the following: restoration of the teaching of the
language in the temples and in all the education institutions in the north and the

creation of network of support with public and private organizations.

Keywords: 1. Contexts of the Lanna language. 2. Lanna language. 3. Lanna culture.

4. Cultural change. 5. Spread. 6. Context analysis. 7. Five Chiang.
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