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Language and Representation of Violence against Women

in Thai Family Novels: A Study of Semantic Strategies’

Rodsarin Dittabanjong® Siriwan Nantachantoon’
and Pratuang Dinnaratna ®

Abstract
This paper aims to explore the language strategies employed in the
representation of violence against women in 37 Thai family novels written by five
popular novelists who have received the National Artist Award (Literature) and
have been awarded by the National Book Development Committee: Krisana
Asoksin, Srifa Ladawan, V. Vinichaikul, Tamayanti and Piyaporn Sakkasem. The
findings reveal that the semantic strategies adopted are (1) harsh expressions
used to address women and (2) expressions manifesting violence against women.
Harsh expressions include modifying units to address the elderly, adult women,
and girls. The modifying units which appear most frequently in Thai family novels
are “Ee”, “Nung”, “Yai”, and “Ai”, respectively. These expressions manifest criticism
or insult to women. Moreover, harsh expressions used to address women in Thai
family novels can be divided into two categories: (1) expressions manifesting
physical violence, and (2) expressions manifesting psychological violence. The

expressions manifesting psychological violence have been found more than those

® This article is a part of Doctor of Philosophy dissertation entitled “The Reflection
of Domestic Violence on Thai Family Novels”, Department of Thai Language, Faculty of Humanities,
Kasetsart University.

® Doctor of Philosophy Candidate, Department of Thai Language, Faculty of
Humanities, Kasetsart University, and Lecturer, Department of Thai for Foreigner, Faculty of
Humanities and Social Sciences, Dhonburi Rajabhat University.

" Thesis Advisor, Associate Professor, Ph.D, Department of Thai Language,
Faculty of Humanities, Kasetsart University.

® Thesis Co-Advisor, Associate Professor, Ph.D, Department of Thai Language,

Faculty of Humanities, Kasetsart University.
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which manifest the physical one. They are used to address all age groups of
women. Psychological violence has been demonstrated through both verbal and
nonverbal strategies. The verbal strategies refer to verbal abuse, insult, disrespect,
denigrating the status of women while the nonverbal strategies include eye
expression, hateful tone of voice, and gesture. In addition, the expressions which
manifest physical violence found refer to physical assaults, threat of physical

assaults, and sexual assault in the form of rape.

Keywords: 1. Language representation. 2. Violence against women. 3. Thai

family novels. 4. Semantic strategies.
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