aa & A P A& A
NAAINMNITN NUNEAID1TTWE LLazﬂ'liLNa\‘ﬂ%wwna%’mﬂa’m

unAnga

e A uAs o ﬁLﬁugﬂlﬁuﬁaﬂﬁuﬁﬁmﬂ%mm udile
ﬂ;@lmwwmuﬂﬂugm:;ggLLa"LﬁﬁuIﬂmﬂﬂ@LLﬂ:ﬂ%’Uﬂ‘gaﬁuﬁ RHIVIIEVER
miysm:LLa:ﬂfuﬂgaqﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁLﬂu ssufloy” wae “aan98” Gemeldnmsduin
wlouoil Vl.ei’daNa@iaﬁﬂuﬁ'mﬂlﬁﬁuﬁ@ulu%mﬂgmmu HANTZNUAdeY
Uszmiwils da ﬁ?uﬁamwmaagzymlﬁiﬂﬁaaUﬁuﬁvl,@i”mwwzmuws:iwﬂﬁ I3ND
ez AansTNLNIYTILANLYINGL V‘iﬂﬁmﬂiﬂ%ﬁuﬁimmuLﬁygﬂﬁﬂﬂ”ﬂluﬂmﬂ
snwae Tuudities “anuduiufisnmsme vesamunais Qﬂ@faﬁwmwﬁlu
wiununuazni i aswly Tasvialuuds m*:‘ﬂ%’uﬂ;om”@umﬁuﬁmmsm:
aiauddwam:wuéagﬂLLuum{L‘ﬁﬁTuﬁLLaﬁﬁ%%mm;‘TﬂuamdLﬁimvl,u'"[@i” uazLiasass
116 “*annuaw” dngnndusnaniiu nauatadng (ustification) ﬁz%m”zy lunmswamn
ﬁuﬁmm%’gagmm WInuafionn “anuny Adsneazasdluousasiyi
"L@Tﬁwaﬂi:ﬂmia?aﬁvlajgnﬁfuiwﬁqmé'ﬂwmzmmmwmm‘"\mdn annanw/
Qﬂﬂ@1ﬁguvlﬂslﬁﬁuvlﬂmﬂmiiwlﬁﬁuﬁi@ﬂmwwzgﬂu@ﬁLﬁﬂ@ﬁﬁam wazfianssu
MAgTastumsadewlmimemadas lunsdlvesawiunads lwaudnmi
aznanfe anuimayresuimmnludianingdr Swawinislunisls
selomliBsiufiosdls uasSglsinguadasnsindgas “anunar aghsls Aivhmeind
ﬁ@ﬂ"ugi:ﬂumomjuLLazﬁanimma%ﬁwwaﬂ’Lﬁaanﬂﬂmnm‘sﬁﬁﬂ% fau uaznld
N Iﬂmgﬁnmwmmuﬁlﬁlﬁuiw “faanaar i wingnatadiavasizlu
mssamsuazutsldiudiassmslugsanlng AnazudsTonndrostaauas
mytaszdoulusneneeng g Avnuihungnans sdsudeiic uazunaslng
#n99 lrineng gzyLﬁﬂﬁﬁmaamnﬂuﬁuﬁmmsm:‘lﬂ waznanetduiuiisinsle
Urlomignanuliliaumninguuszfanssumnalszinnainitaian

" srnsdiszdnamiTisgenaas anefalinaasusringimaas swiingsuineasmnsas

e BarIUNILEY T9WIAUAIUTY BINS : yupaporn.ta@ku.ac.th Ing : 0 3428 1105-7 da 7504
s & o . = a a v 1a v A = A A

unanaduidivdpandmnisanninninusluszaudiyyilnvesdidou Anwudulu

Yupaporn Tarungsri (2012)

MNIEININgsefAstng
9 36(2) : 77-111, 2559



aanuany Auiassae wazmadesluiuiamunans yws de3aE

ANFIATY : 1. MITANIAUNRITITNE 2. FAANIN 3. FUINHAII 4. MIBY
A & A = %
FasnunuazaNuiduiives

78



MNIEIIRIINgafatng 71 36 atiuf 2 w.4. 2559

The concept of beauty, public space,

and the politic of the ‘Royal Park’

Yupaporn Tarungsri’

Abstract

‘Sanam Luang’ or ‘Royal Park’, one of the most significant public spaces
in Bangkok, had previously been used in various activities. In the year 2010,
however, the Bangkok Metropolitan Administration closed down and renovated
the park in order to make it ‘orderly’ and ‘beautiful’. After its reopening,
Sanam Luang has been restricted its uses mainly for royal and the state’s
ceremonies. This transformation of the park’s landscape has constrained ways
of using it, which excludes those people who had been previously be able to use
the park in many ways. In this sense, Sanam Luang, as a public space, has been
questioned it its changing roles and functions. Generally speaking, development
of public space would unavoidably affect possible forms of the space’s usage as
well as determining particular kinds of people allowed to use such space.
And ‘beauty’ is often used by the state as one major justification of its development
programs. In case of Sanam Luang, What is at stake here is that this kind of
a state-led definition of ‘beauty’ would, in practice, exclude what are considered
not aesthetically congruent or ‘unqualified’ out of the use of public space, most
of whom/which are those marginal people and politically related activities.
This article examines the importance of public space in Thailand through the case
of Sanam Luang. In so doing, it focuses on the history of the use of Sanam Luang
as well as exploring how the Thai state employed the notion of ‘beauty’ as its
justification in depriving the rights of particular groups of people from using it.

| argue that ‘aesthetics’ has been used as the state’s major justification for its

% Lecturer in Political Science, Faculty of Liberal Arts and Science, Kasetsart University,
Kamphaeng Saen Campus, Nakhon Pathom, Thailand. Email address: yupaporn.ta@ku.ac.th
Tel: 0 3428 1105-7 ext. 7504 This article was rewritten and developed from a part of

the master’s dissertation. See also Yupaporn Tarungsri (2012).
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exclusionary management of public use in the Thai society. The notion of beauty,
underlying the state’s laws and regulations related to the use of public space,
functions as an exclusionary logic that renders Thailand’s public space,
Sanam Luang, in this case loose, its ‘publicness’. Consequently, Sanam Luang
has been no longer open for ordinary people, but reserved for particular groups

of people and particular kinds of activities.

Keywords: 1. Public Space management 2. The notion of ‘beauty’ 3. Royal Park

4. The politic of space and ownership
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