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Abstract

The social and cultural strength of the Southeast Asian region has prevailed since the
ancient times due to adaptation to the cultures from outside and based on the social condition,
customs and beliefs. This corresponds to the syncretism theory (blending philosophical and
religious differences), which reflects the tendency for compromising to suit the needs, in
both social and spiritual terms, as well as the politics and government. The same is true in
the case of Buddhism in Lan Na in its prosperous period during the reign of Phaya Tilok to
that of Phaya Kaeo (A.D. 1441-1525) although it was thought to have derived from beliefs
of the Theravada Lankan Sect of Suan Dok and Pa Daeng as well as the Theravada Local
Sect from Haripunchai. In reality the Lankan Theravada Buddhism in Lan Na is a blend of
Mahayana and Vajrayana beliefs to such an extent that it became one. Evidence can be seen
from the characteristics of some of the Buddha images and relevant customs. In fact, the
Lankan Buddhist art was partly derived from the Mahayana beliefs in the earlier times.

This research is considered to be multi-disciplinary as it involves Buddhist history, a
comparison of Buddha image features, construction techniques for Buddha image making of
Lan Na, Sri Lankan, Nepal-Tibetan, a study of the casting process of Buddha images at the
present time among three schools of artisans, a study on auspicious features of a great man in
Mahayana and Theravada scriptures as well as beliefs about putting the Buddha relics inside
some Buddha images.

This research reveals that that there were some reasons to believe that during the
time when Buddhism was prosperous, Lan Na had received the Pala style of Buddha image
fromBengal-Bihara, Orissa and Tibet based on Mahayana and Vajrayana beliefs, which makes
it difficult to identify the origins. In addition to the well-known characteristics of Phra Phuttha
Sihing, the role of Tibetan art was also detected in the Maravijaya Buddhist image of the
Chiang Mai style. Several characteristics of a great man found in La Na style Buddha images
during its prosperous era were also found in the Nepal-Tibet Buddha images. At the same
time, some bronze Buddha images of this period also reflect the custom of putting Buddha
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relics inside the images through usnisa, the head part, which could be opened. Another similar
practice was placing the Buddha heart inside the Lan Na Buddha images, which continues
until today, which could be related to the Tibetan custom of Rub Gnas where gzung or Srog
shing was put inside the Buddha images. This includes the belief about paying respect to the
Buddha images as Udesikachedi and Dharmachedi. Phaya Tilok who was an important king
of that period used the Buddhist tradition of supporting Buddhism and Kingship in expanding
his power, resulting in the strength of the Mangrai Dynasty until the reign of Phaya Kaeo. A
record of Tibetan monks’ journey about the Buddhist society in the City of Haripunchai and
evidence of pilgrimages to pay respect to the chedi housing the Buddha relic at Pagan of some
revered monks from Chiang Mai during the 15th and 16th Centuries confirm the role and the
route of the Mahayana and Vajrayana sects that blended into Lan Na culture very well.

Keywords: 1. Buddha Image. 2. Golden Age of Lan Na. 3. Theravada. 4. Mahayana.
5. Vajrayana. 6. Syncretism.
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