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Folk Handicrafts : Local Identity
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Abstract

Folk handicrafts are traditional tools and utensils which have been polished and refined so that
they are not only useable but also decorative. These handicrafts are considered cultural materials which
mirror the craftsmen’s idea regarding designing and choices of materials. Styles of folk handicrafts
reflect their utilitarian purposes, which are interwoven with local lifestyles, traditions, beliefs, local
histories and the craftsmen’s knowledge. Folk handicrafts did not originate only in Thailand. They were
common all over the world before the industrial revolution in the 19" century replaced handiworks with
manufactures. However, there are still a lot of items which cannot be made by machines. This is why
several kinds of folk handicrafts have survived until today. Traditional handicrafts are significant

evidence needed to be studied because it can bring about new knowledge.

Keywords : 1. Handcraft. 2. Handicraft. 3. Local character. 4. Fine art. 5. Applied art.
6. Folk art.
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