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Abstract

The objective of this research is to create replicas of museum objects that are suitable for the blind.
Because the blind often have few opportunities to learn at conventional learning centers, using replicas of
museum objects to enable blind students to learn by touch is a way to enhance their learning potential.

The samples consisted of 3 groups; 12 blind students from Dhamma Sakon School in Hadyai, Songkla
Province, guardians and class instructors. The instruments used were an interview guideline for the guardians
and class instructors, and pre and post tests for the blind students. The reactions of the students to replicas of
objects of daily life were observed and data from these observations were used to develop a test to determine
suitable characteristics for the production of the museum replicas. The results indicate that good replicas
to facilitate learning for the blind should possess the following features: are of a suitable size, resemble the
real object, are safe to handle and durable. Furthermore, besides the use of touch, other learning methods
are desirable such as descriptions in Braille, and explanation by using a story telling technique which can

enable the student to guess the object more easily and accurately.

Keywords: 1. The blind. 2. Replica museum objects. 3. Dhamma Sakon School at Songkla Province.
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