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Abstract

The article, Marketplaces: the Construction of the National Economy with Economic and Cultural Areas”,
provides a critique of Thai development which emphasizes the economic growth orientation. This development
has devitalized other social values, especially equal access to a variety of economic activities and the former
leading social mechanisms. This social mechanism community system, was an economy based on the Thai
cultural context and it was driven by the household and community sector and its network. Research on
marketplaces and reviews on the community economy revealed that the concept of economic and cultural
areas can strengthen people’s economy to formulate the national economy. Besides the capitalist system,
every part of society, including the government, should take an active role to support economic sovereignty
by taking into consideration the concept of the Economic and Cultural Area so that people can gain a wider

view of economic activities in both local and city areas to create the National Economy.

Keywords: 1. Marketplace. 2. Economic and cultural area. 3. People’s economy. 4. Alternative economy
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