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Abstract

Kap folktales have been influential in Thai society since ancient times, with the existence of obvious
evidence from the Ayutthaya Period to the Rattanakosin Period of King Rama 6. They were a dissemination
of folk literature. They were used in prayer and recitation during social gatherings or in the household, and
used as reading exercises for children. They were also used to worship the Lord Buddha. Poets have the
intellect and skill to convey knowledge and ideas from the deep roots of respect, confidence and faith in
Buddhism, a well-rounded knowledge of literature and its choice of words, and world-wide experience of life.
In addition, poets have the imagination to create subject matter, and the good diction to convey meanings,
ideas and feelings. These make for good characters and concepts, as well as a good and coherent plot. The
characters have specific images, qualifications, behaviour, and changing fortunes during the three cycles of
life. They also possess the three characteristics of Existence and the threefold training as representatives
of society. Kap folktales are composed to convey meanings, feelings and concepts. This gives pleasure to
the readers and makes them wiser. Thus, the readers realize the importance of life and everything which
may affect the changes within themselves, society and the world. Kap folktales are therefore still a very

valuable form of literature, even though they have existed for a long time.

Keywords: 1. KAP Folktales.
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