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Abstract

This paper reports results of a study that uncovers educational experiences
of migrant students who study in Thai public schools. The researcher examines the
government’s education policies and the practices of schools and school districts
concerning the education of migrant children who studied in primary and secondary
schools. The researcher used qualitative research methods such as interview,
observation and document examination, to obtain data. The researcher interviewed
40 informants consisting of teachers, administrators, education officers at the
national and local levels, migrant parents, non-government officers, employers
of migrant workers and migrant students. Classroom observation and house
visit were also conducted. The research sites are Ranong and Pattani province.
Research result shows that although the Thai government allows migrant children
to study in Thai public schools, there are no PR activities to inform migrant
parents about this policy. There is no guideline concerning the placement of
migrant students into appropriate classroom. The curriculum and instruction are
no relevant to the cultures of migrant students. Dropout rates are high. The paper
concludes that although the government has a policy to allow migrant children to
study in Thai public schools, in practices the educational opportunity of migrant

children is still limited.

Keywords: 1. Migrant children. 2. Education. 3. Thai Public School. 4. Thailand.
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