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Abstract

This research article aims to investigate lexical variations in three
generations of Tai Dam or Thai Song at Tambol Nong Prong, Khaoyoy District,
Petchaburi Province. Focusing on variation in lexical forms and usages, this study
examines 650 semantic units and divides the informants into three groups: (i)
informants who are 60 years old or older, (ii) informants who are 35-55 years
old, and (iii) informants who are 18-30 years old. Results showed that informants
in the first groups used lexical items in Tai Dam more than informants in other
groups. Informants in the third group used lexical items in Tai Dam less than
other groups. Informants in the second group, however, were found to use lexical
items in Tai Dam together with other lexical items. While the informants in the
second group exhibited the highest use of lexical items in Tai Dam together with
other lexical items. Additionally, variations in consonant and vowel sounds were
demonstrated in both in Tai Dam lexical items and other items. Semantic variation
included both widening of and narrowing of meanings. Loss of Tai Dam lexical
items as well as substituting Tai Dam lexical items with other lexical items was

also found in this study.

Keywords: 1. Lexical variation. 2. The Tai Dam Language. 3. Three generations

of informants.
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