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The Creation of Knowledge, Research, and Creative Image of
Thai Traditional Medicine Based on The SECI Model

Aran Wanichakorn'

Abstract

The purposes of the creation of image of Thai traditional medicine based
on the SECI Model were to 1) study and collect the knowledge of related elements
for the creation of good, contemporary and universal image of Thai traditional
medicine, and 2) present the development of knowledge used in designing
process by collecting knowledge from research experience and the development
of practice-led research in three Thai traditional medicine institutions.
Based on the SECI Model, this study analyzed the cycles of knowledge creation
of the three institutions. The knowledge gained were summarized and
compared with the researcher’s experience and the findings were reported.
The findings on the creation of image of Thai traditional medicine in the three
institutions are as follows. In creating the image for Recipes of Suansunandha
Palace at Suansunandha’s Department of Applied Thai Traditional Medicine,
the design of the brand logo is the combination of Chaleaw and Suansunandha
local identity. The brand logo of the Chao Phya Abhaibhubejhr Hospital
Foundation was designed based on four identities: 1. Thai traditional medicine
illustrated by Chaleaw, Ounalom; 2. Thai traditional Pharmaceutical using
the symbols of an herbal leaf, Centellaasiatica and a Thai medicine pot,
classified as the nature semiotic and object semiotic; 3. Thai traditional
midwifery presented by eggshell and the shape of a mother holding her son;
and 4. Thai traditional massage (Nuad Thai) using the symbols of massage
postures, hermit and Wat Pho Mural. The design was presented in the art
exhibition of Thai traditional medicine at the museum of Chao Phya Abhaibhubejhr.

The image of the Department of Thai Traditional and Complementary Medicine,

'Department of Visual Design, Faculty of Fine Arts, Srinakharinwirot University,

Thailand. E-mail: aranswu@gmail.com
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Ministry of Health was created based on the image of the Thai traditional
medicine fathers: Bhaisajyaguru Tathagata (PhraKring) and Jivakakumarbhaccha.
The image is illustrated in the form of wall art to decorate buildings and
used in designing souvenirs of the institution such as paperweights,
pen holders, and key chains. The knowledge gained from all three institutions
demonstrates the importance of the knowledge cycles. The identities of
Thai traditional medicine found are valuable and diverse. They are the cultural
capital for the creation of a good image for Thai traditional medicine via the
integration of art, which attracts more attention from the young people.
The new way of presentation focuses on aesthetics and reduced details
to create a contemporary image.

The creation of corporate identity (Cl) of Thai traditional Medicine
can be adjusted according to the purpose and context of each institution,
and can be designed in various forms based on the elements and details

pertaining to the good image of Thai traditional medicine.

Keyword: 1. The SECI Model of Knowledge creation 2. Image Creation
3. Thai Traditional Medicine
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