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Psychological Operations in the Romance

of the Three Kingdoms®

Eknarin Bangthamai*

Abstract

The objective of this research is to study the conduct of psychological
operations in the Romance of the Three Kingdoms (RTK). The research
concluded that psychological operations were used to achieve the following
political and military objectives: (1) To provoke a desired reaction from the
target person or group, (2) To support the objectives and policies of the person
conducting the operations, (3) To affect the morale of the opposing, as well
as friendly forces, (4) To decrease the opposition’s effectiveness in warfare,
(5) To cause divisions among enemy forces, and (6) To deceive enemy forces.
The operations were conducted openly, as well as in secret with the view of
increasing cooperation or causing disunity among enemy forces. The political
objectives were mainly focused on ensuring survival and centralizing power.
Thus RTK can be used as a concrete model for studies in psychological
operations to illustrate how competent practitioners can change disadvantageous
situations into advantageous ones, such as how to use a small force to

overcome a larger one.

Keyword: 1. The Romance of the Three Kingdoms 2. Psychological Operations

3. Phychological Warfare

® This article is a part of a comparative research on the principles and tactics
found in the Romance of the Three Kingdoms, which is used in the teaching syllabus of the
Chulachomklao Royal Military Academy.

* Department of Languages, Academic Division, Chulachomklao Royal Military

Academy, Nakhon Nayok, Thailand. E-mail address: bussadee@hotmail.com
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