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The New Paradigm of Communication to Promote the Wisdom
of Indigenous Rice in the Area of the Songkhla Lake Basin,

the Southern Region of Thailand

Archarin Pansuk®

Abstract

This research on the new paradigm of communication to promote
the wisdom of indigenous rice in the area of the Songkhla Lake Basin,
the southern region of Thailand used a mixed-methods design, combining
in-depth interview and the Delphi method. Sample areas of the Songkhla Lake
Basin comprised 13 districts in 3 provinces: Amphoe Mueang Phatthalung,
Amphoe Pak Phayun, Amphoe Bang Kaeo, Amphoe Khao Chaiso and Amphoe
Khuan Khanun in Phatthalung Province; Amphoe Ranot, Amphoe Sathing Phra,
Amphoe Krasae Sin, Amphoe Singhanakhon, Amphoe Mueang Songkhla,
Amphoe Khuan Niang, Amphoe Hat Yai in Songkhla Province; and Amphoe
Cha-uat in Nakhon Si Thammarat Province. The samples of this study were
divided into: 1) 13 agricultural sages who live in each district of the three
provinces and 2) 17 tourism and/or communication academics/experts
from the public and private sectors.

The results were as follows. 1) The current rice wisdom was very
different from the past. The conventional local rice wisdom dissolved and
changed. The wisdom of the breed, cultivation, harvest, tools, diseases and
pests, rice products and rituals tremendously lost significance. In some cases,
there were no rituals at all. However, attempts at preserving the rice wisdom

were made in the form of learning centers that were supported by the

> Ph.D.(Innovative Communications)  Innovative and Management College
Songkhla Rajabhat Univerity of Thailand E-mail:Acharin204@hotmail.com
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government in collaboration with the people sector. 2) The Eleven Elephants
Paradigm, which comprised: a) the oneness theory; b) the principle of
two-way communication theory; c) the triple matrix of positive communication
theory; d) the four kinds of infotimes theory; e) the five principles of future
journalism theory; f) the six functions of worthwhile mass communications
theory; g) the seven sigma of human needs theory; h) the eight steps
of integrated organizational communication theory; i) the nine P’s of marketing
mix theory; j) the ten social categories of the target audience theory; and
k) the eleven principles of corporate communication theory, could develop
indigenous rice wisdom promotion in the area of the Songkhla Lake Basin into

ecotourism in the future.

Keyword: 1. Local rice wisdom 2. Communication 3. Eleven Elephants Paradigm

4. Songkhla Lake Basin
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