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Abstract

There are numerous Chinese dialects used in Thailand such as, Taejiw,
Hokkien, Hainan, Khe?, Kuangtung, etc. But when we talk about “Hakka”, most
people are unfamiliar with the term. We have to call it “ciin khe?”, and then
everyone will immediately know what we are talking about. The book “khtt
hakka kht+t ciin kne?”, wriiten by Vorasakdi, Mahatdhanobol and first published
in 2003, introduced the word “Hakka” to many people especially those with Hakka
ancestry. Some became aware of and interested in ancestral roots at the same
time when the trend towards supporting language diversity in the world was being
actively promoted. Many people, however, do not know about the “Hakka people”
because no in depth work has been written about Hakka.

The objective of this paper is to spread the knowledge of “Hakka” to a
wider audience. Many interesting issues include the meaning of “Hakka”, the
Hakka dialect and sub-dialects, Hakka identity, the distribution of Hakka people
in Thailand, the movement of Hakka descendants, and the future of Hakka in
Thailand

Keywords: 1. Hakka. 2. Hakka dialects. 3. Hakka identity.
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