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Pali-Sanskrit borrowings in Shan Language

Phannida Khanthaphad *

Abstract

This linguistic article discusses how to adopt Pali-Sanskrit borrowings
in Shan, features of Pali-Sanskrit borrowings in Shan, and factors in borrowing
Pali-Sanskrit words in Shan, based on data from Shan resources, including
Shan — English Dictionary, Picture Dictionary ,and Shan — English Dictionary.
The collected data were corrected by Shan informants living in Chiang Mai.
The research revealed that various methodologies are used for borrowing
Pali-Sanskrit words in Shan, which include transliteration, and the borrowing of
Pali-Sanskrit through Burmese language. Many features are found in Pali-Sanskrit
borrowings in Shan, which are single Pali-Sanskrit words, the compounds of Shan
and Pali-Sanskrit borrowings, and compounds of Pali-Sanskrit borrowings and
other borrowing words, such as, Burmese borrowings and English borrowings.
Pali-Sanskrit borrowings in Shan have the Shan word order — the head precedes
the modifier. Factors in Pali-Sanskrit borrowings in Shan include religion, cultures
relating to Buddhism, education, as well as modernity and technology that lead
to new innovations. Many of the borrowing words that derive from new innovations

also come from the compounds of Pali-Sanskrit borrowings and Shan.

Keyword: 1. Borrowings 2. Pali-Sanskrit 3. Shan Language

*Lecturer, Ph.D. at Thai and Eastern Language Section, Faculty of Liberal Arts,

Maejo University, Chiang Mai, Thailand. E-mail address: oatcmu@hotmail.com
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The Tai Family Tree
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