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ABSTRACT 
The main purposes of this research were to study the local wisdom of the hill tribe 
embroidery clothes, local wisdom knowledge management process of the hill tribe Handicraft, 
and to develop the local wisdom of embroidery which would create economy for the Hmong 
and Mien ethnic groups in Kamphaeng Phet province. The research was of qualitative 
methodology; the key informants were Hmong ethnic group which consist of 15 people and 
Mein ethnic group with 30 people. The major studying method was an application of a survey 
community, an interview, a focus group discussion, and a participant observation. Data analysis 
and presentation of data based on ethnographic research. The result showed that Hmong and 
Mien ethnic groups migrate to Kamphaeng Phet because of the biased government put the 
barrier with them not to live in the forest areas, and moves them to the lowland but not 
manages at all; do not have agricultural land. So, they have to adapt their cultural identity to 
create economy for distribution by themselves. The Hmong has created the embroidery 
clothes by natural imitation around them such as opium puppy flower, forest flowers, vine, 
stone, tiger, elephant, shell, and fish with embroidery clothes by crossing the color thread 
embroidery blinded, line embroidery, chain embroidery, and cutting on style of Hmong 
embroidery folk art tribal textile panel, but for Mien ethnic group, they embroidered the 
pattern style of a bride’s wedding, short pants and long pants, and making on adaptation with 
embroidery clothes to create products. Local wisdom of embroidery clothes knowledge is 
necessary on the way of life from birth to death. The embroidery for the Royal Folk Arts and 
Crafts Centre is considered a knowledge transfer from the women to women in the ethnic 
group from one generation to another generation; in addition, local wisdom knowledge 
management process of the hill tribe embroidery clothes is divided into 6 steps. First, focuses 
on how existed of the knowledge was needed. On the way of ethnic belief that focuses on 
culture, tradition, values available locally that people can describe with phenomenon and 
creates the style of embroidery clothes by imitation in daily life. Second, knowledge 
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management which were needed by getting from the ancestor, seeking the embroidery 
clothes knowledge from ethnics groups or family. Third, development of a new knowledge, 
transfer knowledge from ancestors, personal development for joint venture into the 
relationship, belief and relationship of the living and creations which are needed for the Royal 
Folk Arts and Crafts Centre. Fourth, knowledge transfer is informal in nature and unofficial that 
occurs in daily life, and women of the ethnic group. Fifth, knowledge keeping, embroidery 
keeping or the pattern of clothes that were the tacit knowledge into personal knowledge by 
each personal keeping that has not managed systematically and has not written record, and 
lastly, to take the knowledge for development of the pattern style of embroidery to distribute 
to the Royal Folk Arts and Crafts Centre for transferring the local wisdom of the hill tribe 
ethnic groups. Moreover, the tacit knowledge has to distribute to the juveniles through the 
publication for schools in the local community. Development in the local wisdom of the hill 
tribe embroidery to create economy has driven on creative activity by seeking the opportunity 
and focuses on self-reliance based on the potential and cultural resources, valued creation of 
hill tribe products such as wallets, key chain, backpack and shoes. Innovation and technology 
should take for adding value to the hill tribe products, including building the net working to 
up devolvement in the products and marketing management. 
 

Keywords : Creative Economy / Hill Tribe Embroidery / Knowledge Management /  
                Local Wisdom  
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