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A Comparative Study of the Theme “Love between Husband and his Wife”

in Vietnamese folktale “Tam Cam” and Thai folktale “Nang Uththra”
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ABSTRACT

The objective of this research article is to compare the Theme “Love between Husband and
his Wife” in Vietnamese folktale “Tam Cam” and Thai folktale “Nang Uththra”. Documentary
research is the essential methodology of the research. The results show that love between
the King and Nang Tam in Vietnamese folktale is the same tolove between Phraya
Brahmadatta and Nang Uththra in Thai folktale. That means both the King and Phraya
Brahmadatta are honest with only the Queen. They feel sadforthe lovers to pass away and are
not interested in other woman. Love between Kuppitta and Nang Michari is to be enchanted
by his second wife even if is consentinglyher everything, including to kill the major character.
Love between the 2 major characters and their husbands is the same. It means to be loyal to
2 Kings. They love her husbands to reincarnate in the form of fauna and flora and last they
can live with the lovers happily forever.
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... When I'was living in the country, they told me that Cao Cao was

building a pavilion on the River Zhang; it was to be named the Bronze Bird Tower. It is an
exceedingly handsome building, and he has sought throughout all the world for the most
beautiful women to live in it. For Cao Cao really is a sensualist.

Now there are two very famous beauties in Wu, born of the Qiao family. So
beautiful are they birds alight and fishes drown, the moon hides her face and the flowers
blush for shame at sight of them. Cao Cao has declared with an oath that he only wants two
things in this world: the imperial throne in peace and the sight of those two women on the
Bronze Bird Tower. Given these two, he would go down to his grave without regret. This
expedition of his, his huge army that threatens this country, has for its real aim these two
women.(Brewitt Taylor, 2005, p.407)
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... I shall finish this letter with a description of the two wonderful

mausoleums which constitute the chief superiority of Agra over Delhi. One was erected by
Jehan-Guyre in honour of his father Ekbar; and Chah-Jehan raised the other to the memory of
his wife Tage Mehale, that extraordinary and celebrated beauty, of whom her husband was so
enamoured that it is said he was constant to her during life, and at her death was so affected
as nearly to follow her to the grave.(Francois Bernier, 2007, p.293)
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... At the age of 14, Wu Zetian was selected into the imperial court by
Emperor Taizong of the Tang Dynasty, thanks to her engaging beauty. But she was not very
much in favor with the Emperor. In the imperial harem, she got to know one of the sons of
Emperor Taizong-Li Zhi. After the death of Emperor Taizong, Wu Zetian was sent to Ganye
Temple to be a nun.
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.. Tuy rat buén nhung vua van cho doan tuy tung dua nang vé.
(Ngoc Anh, 2014, p.42)
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