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The behaviors of the pharmaceutical sciences students while

collaboratively working on reading comprehension : A case study
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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were; 1) to investigate the behaviors which the students used
to help one another in a reading class while collaboratively working in small, mixed ability
groups as they engaged in a reading strategy instructional model developed by the researcher;
2) to compare the reading ability of the students before and after the experiment. The results

revealed that the students had three different ways of working in groups. Students in groups spent
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a large amount of time assisting one another in using reading strategies- clarifying, asking questions,
making connections, summarizing, and predicting respectively; and employing different ways of
assisting each other -translating the text, expressing ideas, doing oral reading, giving prompts,
giving procedural instructions, showing agreement/ disagreement, and others respectively.
Furthermore, the students’ average scores on English reading ability were statistically different

at .01 level of significance from pre- to posttesting.
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