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“Even an absolute monarch —or, in a sense, especially an
absolute monarch —is impotent in face of the superior specialized

knowledge of the bureaucracy”

Max Weber, Economy and Society
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' Andrew Gordon, A Modern History of Japan: from Tokugawa Times
to the Present, 2" ed. (New York: Oxford University Press, 2009), 221-222.
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*Mikiso Hana, Modern Japan: A Historical Survey, 2™ ed. (Boulder:
Westview Press, 1992), 339.

® Robert J. C. Butow, Japan’s Decision to Surrender (Stanford, CA:
Stanford University Press, 1954).

* David A. Titus, Palace and Politics in Prewar Japan (New York:
Columbia University Press, 1974).

® Stephen S. Large, Emperor Hirohito and Showa Japan: A Political
Biography (London: Routledge, 1992).

® Peter Wetzler, Hirohito and War: Imperial Tradition and Military
Decision Making in Prewar Japan (Honolulu: University of Hawai'i Press,
1998).
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" Herbert P. Bix, Hirohito and the Making of Modern Japan (New
York: Harper Collins, 2000).
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® Noriko Kawamura, Emperor Hirohito and the Pacific War (Univer-
sity of Washington Press, 2015), 176.
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