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Abstract

This article proposes a novel approach in studying Sino-
Thai diplomatic relations by focusing on the roles of scholar and
scholarship that facilitated the tightening of Sino-Thai relations in
the 1970s-1980s. It argues that academic knowledge and scholars
were both important actors and instruments in deepening Sino-
Thai diplomatic relations through what the author terms “academic
diplomacy.” Supported by Thai and Chinese governments, the
mobility of scholars and academic knowledge between Thailand
and China led to the change of historical consciousness that
underpinned public perception of Thai national history and the
Chinese in Thailand. It led to the reorientation of the Chinese from
being “the Other” to a significant part of the Thai nation. However,
it should be noted that this knowledge production process was
also driven by “academic nationalism” as both Thai and Chinese
scholars saw the production of knowledge as a tool to protect
their national interests. This production of knowledge that aimed
to change historical consciousness relating to Thai national history
and the Chinese in Thailand was a significant tool that facilitates the
forgetting of animosity between Thailand and China. In a moment
that Soviet and Vietnam were expanding their influence in Southeast
Asia, forgetting the past Sino-Thai animosity and tightening relations

were necessary to counter Soviet and Vietnam threats.

Keywords: Academic diplomacy, Academic nationalism, Sino-Thai

diplomatic relations
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