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Abstract

Most existing research on the history of Thailand—Japan relations
after the revolution in 1932 have focused on the rise of fanatic
nationalism and the aggressive policy of Thailand during the Second
World War. Another aspect of Thailand—Japan relations, namely
the cordial relations between the two countries almost a decade
before the outbreak of World War II, has alsove been overlooked.
After the revolution in 1932, the People’s Party tried to accelerate a
“nation-building” process to make up for lost time under the West's
domination. The current paper re-examines Thailand—Japan relations
from 1932—-1941. Historical documents, such as political pamphlets
and travel memoirs—which are often ignored by researchers—uwill
be studied to shed light on the countries relations before World War
Il and on the origin of the developmental policy of the People’s

Party.
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