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Abstract

In the Cold War, communism was widespread in Northeastern
Thailand (Isan). “Mor Lam” (northeastern-style singer) has been a
very popular musical form for Northeastern people, so the Thai
government used it as psychological warfare for anti-communism.
Supported by the United States Information Service (USIS), each
government from the mid-1950s to the early-1970s used Mor Lam in
anti-communist campaigns in different ways. The worldviews reflected
from governmental Klon Lam (lyrics) showed that perceptions of
democracy of the Northeastern people were positive, unlike communism.
However, the worldviews in communistic Klon Lam were more
compatible with the Nor actual ways of life in the Northeast than the

government sponsored Klon Lam.
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