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Abstract

Based on an analysis of the column titled “Women’s Perspectives”
in the magazine Satrisarn between 1947 and 1967, it was found that
women addressed love-related matters in 38 issues, education,
occupation, and women’s rights in 27 issues, “good men” in 27 issues,
dating decisions in 22 issues, “good husbands” in 21 issues, and so
forth. Women regarded love as superior to and more important than
sex. In their views love transcended differences in age and religious
practices. They preferred being single to being married because
marriage involved risk. Good men were characterized by being of

a gentleman type, faithful, and caring towards their family.

Their interests in love, dating decisions, and “good men” were
associated with two trends which women confronted in their daily
lives. They now made their own dating decisions instead of doing so
upon suggestions by their elders. Women also committed suicide as
a result of disappointments in love, as often found in newspapers.
These two phenomena led women to discuss love and dating
decisions to a particularly great degree. However, based on a comparison
of contrasting stances on what women should be or how they should
act in relevant magazine issues where the issues were classified into
either the PRO and ANTI issues, the most debated stances were
as follows: “Women should stand up and fight for equal rights of
women and men” (11 PRO issues to 4 ANTI issues); “Women should
criticize the traditional frame of thinking and “Thainess” (6 PRO
issues to 9 ANTI issues); “Women should leave physically abusive
or unfaithful husbands” (4 PRO issues to 6 ANTI issues); and
“Women should work outside the home” (4 PRO issues to 3 ANTI
issues). These debates were consistent with themes in the women'’s

rights movement in that particular decade.
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