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Abstract

This article aims to investigate the development of Baguio City,
an important city in Northern Luzon in the Philippines, from the initial
invasion of Spain to the establishment of a hill station by the US, and
finally to the city’s post-war recovery as the present-day center of Luzon.
Amid ongoing enthusiastic debates about colonial consciousness and
historical status of colonial rulers in Philippine history studies, an American
influence has been embedded in Baguio City through landscape, places,
narratives, and memories. Presently, a nostalgic fantasy of the golden
age under American rule and colonial aesthetics is still what defines

the city by its people, including local intellectuals.
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