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Abstract

This research paper aims to study the change in meaning of a sacred
person in Buddhism in Thai society. The study was conducted on
the role of Pra Ratcha Bhrammayana (Vira Thawaro: Luang Por

Ruesilingdam) using an anthropological approach.

In this study the author found that during the period before 2500 BE,
the characteristics of a sacred person in Buddhism in Thailand can be
divided into two types. The first are those who are considered sacred
as a result of inner virtue or as mystical saint. The second are those
who are sacred as persons who lend a hand to help save people from

suffering or savior saint.

After Thailand participated in Cold War, the government and monarchy
encouraged Buddhist clergy to take part in fighting communism through
teaching. At this point, there appeared the monk who combined both
mystical and savior characteristics like Pra Ratcha Bhrammayana to

support the government to fight communism.
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