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Abstract

This article aims to examine the image of Thai mercenaries in the
secret war in Laos during the Cold War. The existence of these
mercenaries was concealed by the Thai government because the war
in Laos did not allow other countries to intervene through The International
Agreement on the Neutrality of Laos. As a result, Thai society’s perception
of Thai mercenaries has been vague. Most of the Thai public viewed
them negatively and they did not receive much attention. However,
during the same period, there was a literary work by a Thai writer
named “Sayumphu Thotsaphon” who had previously participated in
the Secret War in Laos and survived on this battlefield. He tried to
represent the new image of Thai mercenaries as different from the
mainstream perceptions of society. He tried to present an image of
them as “heroes” and “victims”. Why did Sayumphu present them in
this way? Presumably, it was in order to make Thai society pay more
attention to the Thai mercenaries and to remember this group of

soldiers in a positive way.
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