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Abstract

This article aims to inquire about the development of Saigon,
a prime metropolis of Vietnam’s trade, from the initial moment when
the French devastated the city’s fortification in 1859 to the 1940s
when French Indochina was dying amid the blaze of WWII. While
a number of papers has proposed that Saigon has had a long
development as an economic hub since the pre-colonial era until
now, this view apparently relied on Vietnam’s economic success
since 1986 while not demonstrating a clear relationship between the
physical development of French Saigon and its economic growth.
However, Saigon had contrarily grown in the military’s strategic direction
that not only contradicted the French dream as well as significantly
differing from the historiographies of both the communists and the
anti-communist but also echoed its long trend of military development

as the major strategic point since the 12th century.
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